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Gubriel g Vuling Bangs Life Story
(PC‘}OTCd bY "{C\V\fe\j E’\qnq‘E:;CCm pl\ed b\’I h\“i‘ w;{‘e,t\lh}r\".(‘:;n

Nly dadt, Gabriel (Gabe) Bands, wias born at Nount Horb Wisconson,
U.S.A. He was voised on G emall 40 acre ferme His father had o tew
cattie and sheep: In 1968 Laura y | drove fo the old favinm The origingl
old oalk house was shill there. 1t had been =cld twice, first to o Guin
club, ther fo o private owner.

When Dad first tett home he wiorited on ctner Farmes, The fre st
fall avay he we nt to .E\o\“b%c: Wis- and worlked with Barnun and
BC{ll[@’\/ Circus, frat wintepr as clephant box (Wofc:rfnﬁ&f‘eecimq the m):
When he left the next spr"mq he went back to farm worlc. After that
he did different jobs\ The first 5\'ead\[ ONE WasS on G Dv‘(c\qe CrEwWo
for the roil\ma\/. While doing that he homesreded at Conde, N, D- Wien
a amall fornado des‘h"c:\/'ed the bui\d\‘nqs he sold the land.

Dad continued working for the R.P« When he got to Leeds,
N.D. he worked in the roundhouae. 1T vuas wihile ywoei g there
that he met Viother, then Wiuling dohson. They were married
ﬂ‘\C\“C“,Ju]y 5,1907. Here was Hhorn on Nioy 20,1908. Four \ EURs
loter, on Woav. 18 1912 Ny Brother, WMo, wias orn: When e wags
Zweeks old we wioved Yo Medigine Hat' Mta., Can: Yie aunived
there on Rpvil 7,1912.

“ Dad hod been to Maple Creehl, Susk. hefore this on R.E work.
Here he had filed ovv @ Wi SS_C‘f'r'b\'\ of land. but he i not see T,
About this finne a friend From Leeds, Halsten Swenaon had
been to NMedicine NaY whevre he had filed on.d o section of
land aboul 65 i NLE: of there. LLaYer wlhen he aaw ad he
told Wi abeut gucilable wome atead Yand (n Yhal aved.

Jo i The fal (191Y) both men returned to Medicine Hat. On their
WiCly Phey stopped at N'\GP\G‘ Creel\r vunhere Uad cancellea s
home stead thevre. 1n Medicine Wat he filled on a2 cection
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dhbout 3 miles N.E. of Swvenson’s. Then Hwey droue out a'a\/ herse and
bUCJQ\/{fprobcsb\y' By team g democrat with deiver) o see the land.
Dad was very pleased oy what Ine sow - level land, no recks,
no bush: Nearny, there were sandhills wuith clumps of choke cher-r"y,
and other Yrees fovr Firewood - He Fiqured that tThis would be o qood
P\cl(‘,e to atart o new life.

When the v got back to Wiedicine Hot they fmrned\'qfei\/ refiracd
To Leeds.-Then 'H’\e'\/ commenced o male plans fer moeving to
Ribeytat.

ln the SPr"‘\q (GQM\/E 1512) Dad and Mr.Swienson mode o covpe
move Yrips belween Leeds and Nedicine Hal. On the last $rip they
hrought their household fhings aand “seftler e??eC’fsi"(ﬁ’sucii'.wery,efc,)
Dad sfuy@d i fown and worked rn the Reuelstoke lumiinee: cnd.
until Spw?nq,, 913, Wi, Swen 5on moved SRRV ec"\ut‘pmc—n)‘fo the home-
stead then. (Mie came laxer a5 you will see).

On [-\pm\ 7,912, Wlother with yme (4 yro) & Milo (3wk) accom panied
by Nles: Swensen and Son , Heney (16 A arvived lay Yvasn n
Mecdicine Haed Ve staved at the Rcyct\ Hotel mihere Wiethers
worked until Dad ouwlt a shaclks (12.'% mr’) o Yhe Flat neais the
river (9. Sask) csoutn side Swensong rented a house . Henry
wovrked 1 Black s Harduware until Wr. Swensos had a house
built on the homestead. They moved out when he came for
‘H’)er\‘\-

When spring came Dad built a raft at the river. Then he
kinocked the shaclk ct\'_)ow*\L and Yoaded it and other 'r\f,-'x\q:s on
i1 (Evevry Wao a Yent act up ab the Brd scetion). Then f was,
SIS HD!'R‘&‘Gd\/ Yo qof” He had a 2 Yo & c\a\/ ‘rr{\g down \miver.
He must have had & hetper hecause they had to portaqe
around Drowvvning Fo\'-c\-'ﬂ'we *rr'np ended of ¢ 6p0+{lo‘fcr' T be
known as Tuckevr™s Lcmqu-ﬁ-cw“rhem olong than f'\'!(-f\\"'i\'\’,'-llh%s;n‘l'



When Dad pul the shack en the vaft we went back fo the F\':.:\',’G‘-
Hotel onhil we got a ride overland by team and wagon. Dad had
arrgndged i th M\'\S\mer\ Son thatl Nothew g we \’(\'dfﬁ? WO ou e
person possessions, would frovel with Sweasons . This neant
atrip ot 2,53, or movre,daysanvith Stops ol waree-heles(sioughs
or SpPrings)on ranches olong the ways The twdil consysted
of 2 or3 sets of vuls. When thes gof too deep Yor the horses’
feet then mew ones were srarted.

/-‘*.'f'fc‘\h a few: CJCI\/S eue‘\w/' meq wnwos Yoaded and we Wnere ¢n
Cuv wnay. Sixt\/-xﬁ}ue mile s qhecld; cnly witldiife to see. Soon
civilization vaos comple’rc\\/ le £y behind,

It hod also been o\«s"cmc](%d that _!\f\r*. Swenscn ywould hauol
Dadls stubf up from the river Yo our home stead (aloout
A miles) | Know that we staved at Swenson’s until Dad cof
Our Sheek st up c:qcsfn- (Thot summer ad put aod up
the &ides of the shack.They acted as insulaton <-,:qofnf~>r
celel and heat).

Litfle houses on the pracie wia 8 recu!l\/' teue in p:'omcc.-‘c-
do\/s. They dotied the coumf'r*\/ svde. There \were no Fences
crcund Yhem or around the home steads. There were
just survesor s’ stalkes.marking the corn BesS ot ecich home-
stecid.(The town sh {'lo s hange & section mere imprinted on
these stakes).

Cre of the first i’h{nqs fhat the home steaders did was To
locate waotew Since Dad had not had time to do this ke
“set-up”his shack near Harvey Upsols. (They Knew one
anothey in North Dakoto) e had a well with good watey,
and we could use it. Se we hived on Hthe SW. corrnev of -
Dad’s /% section (fdeing the main E-W road) for the nexH
Z‘\/eor“s (1913 4o 1915). We were 2 i eqst of Silverthovne™ .
whe hecoame oy best :F'riehcls.
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By thettime Dad had founa water oy Wirehing™ half-way up -
The easat side of the % section which extenced | mite morTh. So once
again the shack was moved.-to its Final locotion: We Jived in iv
there for anothev 2 jeuvS 1915 to 1917, E"/ hat Himes Dad decidec!
that we neecea more room . So plans were made to enlavrge it

So tn 1917 Dad built the big house using the shoek for the Sy
Cornher hedroom (Mothery, Dod’s. e 130\/5 sSlept there steo, vhowiaten).
The house was 2% 6*’01’“\/(28’5( 28") witth a front veranda with o
railing around the topr Atress the bock was o large porch and
Q Pcsn\”\“\/ off the Kkitchen:  The house faced cast, en the \west
side of the main N-S reod which lead to the $irgt C- P R fown of
Emipress (1913) and fo Bindloss (1914)

in 1913 the Social Plains School District wwas forwed. The school
Wwias built that sumpmew By volunteers: It was Ymile egst of cun
SE. quavfc—v.Tth s wheve | atarted ssc'n.o'o,l as did Wilo 4 Yecms,
laters and aYso P\'O\/‘ (pruch Yave G 19 2 2).(R oy Was § yeans young -
erthon me & 4 years younger than Niilo): Dad was a memben
of the school boord for many years.

Incidently, the Sociol Plaing School wihicth closed tn 1949 was
i<xep? and registerec as o community hall. {The scheool
children are bussed to Bindloss): [o the old schoo!l continues
+o he the hub of the district aetivities, it 1s sH hemne to we
few proneer survivors. (1 ¥hink that Vyrtle and L are the
enly ones et here. hesides Bitl Fo\z\r\i'e.-(' Fnna (Frevrtelas)
Vanance dnd Hans Frevich tive in Boydminster, Atta.
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. lh 1918 Dad decided Yo retire.Jo in the Foll he sold the tamn Yo Dave NacRae
frram E':hprch (oriqfno“y from Nova Scotiag) Then he had a famn sale. Aiter
thaT wie E-‘)‘o\}‘ed dround unty gtter Chi-fatmas 'HO“CJC‘J*\/‘S'Ti'J-”'”r We et
1o Seuttle,lifashingtor. Firem theve we Took the ferry across Kirkiand
Lahe to Kirkland. We got ¢ room a¥ the Hotel Atter that iveswent
to see NMirgWirs.Rinsaqe, M. Suwvengon’s parents. (M. Suenson’s
Norw egidn families to tagke different mames.(One of Dads cwn
Dirsthers vuent vy Baalcen. Dad might have teken Halyeirson,
his 2 1nd ﬂ(}(mqe)--
days . |

lh a few e gof a suite above the Bake shop Nlothe helped
in -H“;. Deie) got tired doing noﬂx-{nq,fﬁo N the 5Pr~imq fve .;-_]o'f a J'ob-
building ct {;cmen’r garacgie: When that yyas finishec he cot
a jcb bu'xldrnq cement sidewallis (His he\pe-k‘ WIAS a young
(taliam wildowv epr. . He had 2 ittle ‘00\[5-50 we had them p\c:.\/{qq
with ug during e C\O\V/)-Thelf :}U'L‘J lasted until ¥-d‘|\3}'919-T-\\€\/
fhad 10\/ed a4 miles of side walk.

fn the Sprfnq of 1920 Dad bought a small house an frhe other
side of rownqguite a distance From school). When we moved
there wic boys would o Yo visit NinRingsage. \We 1k Galne g i th
him 10 Fhe Bushmeanr his houge), He sawned small togs For fireweod.
Then hed pile i in covdsiakzx2) For sole. 8o we would help lay
the wwood: (OF course we liked Hie cookies g mil¥ that Wirs.
Ringsacqge senl out).

Felow ouv house lived g doctor’s mnothev.(Her geanelsSon, cldev
Phan us,lived with henWe liked qoiing theve too, ds she dlways
had coolkies: We hadl appic‘ Yrees. One c)cx\/ c S*hc\r\q viind send
fhhe o‘PpiESs r@l'xiv\q dowwn the slope g hreakking down the ?e_ncc .
The scaltter pto her qoat pasture.Pad Sard he'd Fix e fence.
and was S oIty avouf the apples ajl over the grass. She. told
i That fhe qocﬂ'—% woulc eal the chpleSu
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lnh her hcuse we saw g fp\"rcnqe inatrument. it wos a Havrp. | liked to
wateh hew dduq‘n“\‘er p\(:\\[ \F.

One time I saw our meighour teidy qciﬂq home with a litfle woqon
ful of q‘”“’ce‘"iefj-She askea f 1'd heip her up the hill. 1 did. It was o hard
haals

Abouf 'H’)I—S '.T;'rne DCld b0uqh*f & 10’{’6 (heduil\/ \'Noodcd) on Yhe eust Slrc_\cj
G{: 'T'O\Nn(no'r For trom where we were of the Sa\l‘e5hop)‘ The lots were
up from Kirkland LaWe and cilong the 'Ha'qh\.ma\/.'rhé'n he began Clearinc)
the land . Thatl was o Vet of hard work gs the Trees were denSe

Duﬁnq the yeor Nicther developed asthima dus Yo the du‘mh
climate . The doctor sajd she would die if she Svayed the re, gnd
thot Dad should fake Her to a dey pluce Vike Rrizonos Dad sa'o
fhot he Kew a place tike that: That was no problie o So we
came bock Fo Mberta $or a visih While there Nother becon to
\\’T\\’Df‘O\IG.

Wihen the Y retuened Yo Mirkland Nicthev the docvor (1qm'. N e
how the change ob climate was qood for Newr S They dearded o
move back to Mberta-which the \" aid alter Yhe house Y Neodelgts
were sold

DUY‘;ﬂCl the Summer of 1920 we came hack to Nledicine Hay,
We got o house on T SF 5B/, south of Rlgxandse High Scheol |
(novv Jr, H:), Dad qo* e\ "\o\n cdqain at 4ne Revolestolie Lurmbear-
yard: We bo\/s wenl +o school‘{ﬁ\lmo o Eahw Kitchener on 4 th o1,
and b Yo ToronTo dfreel School £revy 3rd S5t, ~later Yoolwworths,
__butlt on thet site. -

\NhC—\-'ﬁ‘\ T'\‘\(f SRS v hO“C‘,\C)\/S comm e 'H,‘ 192 Ddd ana Niothey
neigbours from eul there). When They ol back to the Hal Dad
informed us beys thal we'd he moving back to Social Fiains
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05 he had bought the tWitton Rebgon.£farm. That foll Dad tnent ouf Yo
help Awnith tThe h@r‘wes‘\‘{ﬁqaﬂd he Yook us boys wiith lim: Mofhew
S‘ro\/e—d m the Hat untill the Wouse was sold: Then she caome cut to
Grandpa g Grondma Johson's.

Before scheol started Robsonmihad lest $or E\C-"{;*'O tiie in 6L\'\”Diab‘j§
Then NVeother moved to their P\,oce‘(a We hied ’rheve,‘wﬁe -:spvinq of 192 2.
At that fime Pove MacRae wianted to leave ur old $arm 2o he
turhed it back 16 Dad. e formed it for the next 14 fE oS trom
the Robson place. (One dCh/ he told me Yo bring the caranhich
I had never driven. He said “Just held it stratghtaf witl stay
'n the 1'~u”r5,§'f\f!\/ first car-driving. ) was 14, We mode g% miles OM.)
r_“c]‘thH\/ vve moved back: We were all q\ad to be home g v OF
couvrse were glad fo be bacle with our first schoo! fricmds and
ouyr cou sins) Lda & Olive; Run® Cpro & Unele Gust g most of all,
Grand po ¥ Gyand ma.

Ih 1928 Dod had a heart attack while loading coal at the elevalor
in Bindloss. Milo wos helping so he ran fo the Hotel for help Hanl
MacDonald ~ushed dewn- and qove Dad @ sTrong shot of
i skey which brought nin out of W. He ot i the Teuc X and
drove home-

In 1925 1 bought the Bruce Silverthorne Bv) pre-emtion
after they moved to Indian Head, Sasic. (Te lasat geod ¢rop
hatel loaen 1in 191801 farmed f from Inpmed\hen | started
working oul then Milo worked iy For e ln 1927 [ bought
the Enqe‘br(f\'%o\’\ house whichh was eown south about &
miles neagyr the 3. Sask. \‘_{', wesat of C\f\“°5¢ qu,(jubf i)
moved i¥ on sleighs to my place, No one \ived i Ry 1929

In 1929 when Dad couldn’t forim any longer he rentec
fhe homne Farta . firat to Pat Livermore for |72 yeTr s an d
then to Art Wendt. So 1 1929 Dad and Vothewr nmevea 1o
My p}oce...?, mite & west. Dad mpued the 2car qaraqé
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GhOr ‘Hwe hE‘nhOu.Se ("H'\e Frerich house) oaverr theve

Dad’s health becdn fo worsen. He had an enlarqed heart from
b@‘?dhe he qof Mo ried.s Naow W was so bad that when he went to
:mprcbc, to see Dr. ViENell he was Pu'f M the Hospital. Here he
develo\o&d pneumomo He died oo Nlarch 25 1334 .( He never saw
his grandchildrend Harvey’2; Milos 2 (odqucd) Hoys1).

After Dad died NMother steved on my place for some time.
WWhen Wendts moved Yo the Hom-*\/ Tucke p\c\cc{whvch they bought)
Morher moved back te our old home.No one lived ' the waest
house for several yeara. Then F"OY@}/ Fva with Denrs came there
qncl stayed it \/&0‘1"-(Dc>uq1a€) Sttverthorne qot moveed m’52 (peed
They stayead \n New Westminster faat winter &in Bantf in 1953
Su ;-ﬂmer;x'nm"d. Silverthorpe avas alone! Ralmie Suwinbucrne di'd
the {form\‘nq, When'Douq’S came home theon Bits Mother moyed
into Bindloss).So Roy & Evo Spendr most euc:nfnq& pleytng cards
at one house or other. Denis was A or5 then.

?

Mother sold the home ploce to Johnn\/ Heirman 1 1955 She
built @@ amall Fuuse i Bindloss ana hived theve for several
years. \'ft'naﬂxj hecause of hev health She went intoe the Suany -
side Nursing Home tn Nledscine Hote She died thewe July 15,977,

RS.-

The old house Ffrom I farim was noved tnto Bindloss
4 scet dowrm on a lot ‘'on the north side of Mother’s: Virs.
Sflueirthorne had bought . (She WWwed in 1t until She went
to Hive viuith I\Ji\/wi‘!e gJeff 101369 (Now) in Nedicine Hat) Bhece
sold the old Mouse Yo Joe Colbey who moved itard landyne .
for a bunhhouse. (\When Roy tved ot he lowiered the root):

Fr S ~
Mother g Wlrs Sihierthorne were life-time friends s, They
lived 2miles apart, then Y% mile, and finally side by Sde:

ﬁt‘o Zl,
P°s.S.— M‘f”‘cmqa = e nthnime \f\u’edqu LHavvey’s € minz) 1991



